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not only agreeable but precious to a young Sovereign who, unable to tolerate delays and resistance, desired in all things to attain and succeed. The King, without looking too closely at the means, loved the results which were the consequences of such a genius, and he rewarded with a limitless confidence the intrepid and often culpable zeal of a minister who procured him hatred.
When the passions of the Conqueror, owing to success, grew calm, he studied more tranquilly both his own desires and his coadjutor's. The King by nature is neither inhuman nor savage, and he knew that Louvois was like Phalaris in these points. Then he was at as much pains to repress this unpopular humour as he had shown indifference before in allowing it to act.
The Marquis de Louvois (who did not like me) had lavished his incense upon me, in order that some fumes of it might float up to the Prince. He saw me beloved and, as it were, almost omnipotent; he sought my alliance with ardour. The family . of le Tellier is good enough for a judicial and legal family; but what bonds are there between the Louvois and the Mortemart ? No matter:red the minister                                                 16eemed slightly confused, and
